1. The Sexual System of the Female.
The sexual system of the female comprises the uterine and mammary organs; the former destined to prepare and maturate the foetus, the latter to nourish the infant. But whilst both furnish constituent materials for the offspring, the ovum must be supplied with semen, and the milk with saliva and other digestive fluids, before they can enter into its organization. Hence, the demands upon the sexual organs are only occasional, because they are determined by circumstances connected with independent agents. The medium through which these agents give intimation, that a proper occasion for a supply of organizable matter has arrived, is, in either case, a mass of very sensitive erectile tissue; which being stimulated by communication with the genitals of the male, or the tongue of the infant, solicits the disengagement of an ovum, or an excretion of milk. The clitoris and nymphae, and the nipples are accordingly so placed as to receive most conveniently their proper excitement; and the associated glands discharge their products into mucous ducts leading ultimately to the external surface of the body.
We thus see that the two branches of the female sexual system, which perform similar general functions, resemble each other in structure: we shall further find that they are associated together in all their actions by that concordance both in time and mode, which has received the name of Sym- pathy.
When the menstrual flux is about to establish itself at the age of puberty, and the uterus acquires the faculty of convol. Every other erectile organ is destined to give intimation of some want to the apparatus which is destined to supply that want: and there is not another gland in the whole body, secreting a fluid analogous in its uses to that of the pancreas, and required to do so upon the presentation of a foreign substance, that is not provided with an erectile organ to give notice that a proper occasion has occurred for an emission. Unless, therefore, the spleen is the erectile organ of the pancreas, both present anomalies. As the spleen is the largest mass of erectile tissue, so the pancreas is the largest gland of its order in the system; and the former is placed in the most convenient situation for receiving notice that the pancreatic secretion will be required. The notice is given, as in other cases, by mechanical friction, which is occasioned, in this instance, by the extensive movements of the stomach, engaged in the labours of chymification. The rete mucosum, by which the cuticle and colouring matter, constituting the defensive apparatus of the skin, seem to be generated, corresponds with the mucous surfaces of the internal canals, viscera, and cavities; and the sebaceous glands, which are processes of the rete mucosum, correspond with the follicular glands of the mucous membranes, of which they in like manner are processes. The papillae containing the sensitive organs of the skin and tongue correspond with the villi of the alimentary canal, and both are endowed with erectile properties. The perspiratory vessels of the skin, which terminate under the cuticle, or at the bottom of the sebaceous follicles, correspond with the exhalents of the lungs, and with the secernents of the large intestines and kidneys;* whilst its absorbents correspond with the lacteals of the small intestines. The defensive apparatus is fully developed throughout the whole tegumentary system ; but of the other three sets of organs some are more conspicuous in certain parts than in ? T,he kidneys bear a close analogy to the cutaneous follicles, the urine being discharged from the arterial extremities into the tubuli uriniferi by transuding through their mucous linings, precisely as the liquid perspiration is thrown into the follicles of the skin, whence it oozes out in drops.
others, where, however, the rudiments of them are still dis- f A lady, who is very accurate in observing the progress of her ailments, assures me that she can foretell, from the seat of the headache, whether she is to vomit acid matter or bile : in the former case, the pain affects the left side of the head, in the latter, the right; as if the right and left semi-lunar ganglia were respectively associated with distinct hemispheres of the brain.
